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OUTER WEST SCHEME: APPLICATION IN TERMS OF CHAPTER 2 OF THE KWAZULU-NATAL 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT NO 6 OF 2008 (AS AMENDED) FOR THE ZONING OF 

THE FOLLOWING SITES TO ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION RESERVE: 

 

 ǒ PORTIONS 186, 467 (OF 187), 468 (OF 192), 469 (OF 193), 470 (OF 48), AND REM OF 

  202, ALL OF THE FARM UITKOMST & DOORNRUG NO. 852;  

 ǒ PROPOSED PORTIONS 477 (OF 185) AND 478 (OF 194), ALL OF THE FARM 

  UITKOMST AND DOORNRUG NO. 852; AND  

 ǒ PTN 472 (OF 326) OF THE FARM STERKSPRUIT NO. 907 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 
The intention of this report is to provide the background to the intention to incorporate land which 
has been acquired by the Municipality for protection and specialized management due to their 
specific terrestrial ecosystems in terms of the Durban Metropolitan Open Space System (DôMOSS), 
into the Outer West Scheme and to, thereafter, zone the land Environmental Conservation Reserve. 
It must be noted that there are some parcels of land which have still to be registered in the name of 
the Municipality. The proposal is a submission which has been prepared by the Environmental 
Planning and Climate Protection Department.  
 

1. DECISION REQUIRED:  
 
A quasi-judicial decision is required in terms of Section 13 of the KwaZulu-Natal Planning and 
Development Act, 2008 (Act 6 of 2008) which will incorporate the sites into the Outer West Scheme 
and thereafter, zone them to Environmental Conservation Reserve. 
 

2. BACKGROUND.  
 
The Environmental Planning and Climate Protection Department (EPCPD) has since 2002 utilized 
an annual capital budget to activate a programme of acquiring environmentally sensitive land within 
the eThekwini Municipal Area (EMA). This programme is in line with Programme 3 of Plan 1 of the 
Integrated Development Plan (IDP) which outlines the requirement for ensuring the long-term 
sustainability of eThekwiniôs natural resource base.  
 
Since its inception, the acquisition programme has realized 520 hectares of prioritized DôMOSS 
protected green open spaces in the City. The parcels of land so acquired are considered essential 
for meeting the Municipalityôs sustainable development, biodiversity and ecosystem services, 
conservation, and climate protection obligations and objectives. The programme also ensures the 
sustained supply of environmental services to the residents of the city. These services include, but 
are not restricted, to following:  
 
ǒ Food production: e.g. fish, crops and fruit; 
ǒ Waste treatment through the removal and breakdown of excess nutrients in wetlands and the 

detoxification of air pollution by vegetation; 
ǒ Water supply inclusive of the supply and storage of water by rivers; 
ǒ Disturbance regulation: e.g. flood control and drought recovery; 
ǒ Cultural protection inclusive of aesthetic, educational and spiritual aspects and scientific use; 
ǒ Recreation purposes such as eco-tourism sports, fishing and swimming; 
ǒ Raw materials inclusive of fuel, craft work and building materials; 
ǒ Pollination: the movement of pollen by certain species (e.g., bees) to enable plant reproduction, 

thus providing the EMA with food; 
ǒ Biological control: e.g. rodent and insect control of species (such as spiders controlling 

mosquito populations); 
ǒ Refugia: habitat for resident or migrant populations e.g., nurseries for fish; 
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ǒ Soil formation: e.g., weathering of rock by water; 
ǒ Climate regulation which includes the control of temperatures by way of wind reduction; 
ǒ Genetic resources by protecting unique biological materials and products: e.g. plant and animal 

medicines; and 
ǒ Water regulation: the control of water flow e.g. the capture and release of water by vegetated 

landscapes for urban use. 
 
The selection of land for acquisition uses a rigorous prioritisation system to determine which 
properties are to be acquired. The determining criteria for choice include the threats to the natural 
habitat, the environmental importance of the habitat, and the willingness of the landowner to sell. It 
is vital that, once acquired, the correct management of the environment is applied to the land to 
ensure the sustainability of the biodiversity present. Management is the responsibility of the Natural 
Resources Division of the Parks, Leisure and Cemeteries Department and the Restoration Ecology 
Branch. The latter Branch has developed the Working on Fire (WoF) and Working for Ecosystems 
(WfE) Programmes to tackle the problem of invasive alien species in eThekwini. Both Programmes 
are sustainable development programmes that aim to alleviate poverty and develop skills by 
employing people from local communities to manage aspects of the environment such as burning of 
grasslands and the removal of invasive alien species. These programmes include a strong 
education and training component. Management of the acquired areas is a priority for the 
Department as without the proper management the condition of natural areas would degrade 
resulting in a lowering of the well-being of the population of the Municipal area. 
 

3. PROPERTIES IDENTIFIED FOR INCORPORATION AND ZONING. 
 
Through the Acquisition Programme, nine acquired properties within the Outer West Scheme are 
proposed for incorporation into the Outer West Scheme and zoning to Environmental Conservation 

Reserve (Refer to ANNEXURE A: Environmental Conservation Reserve Provisions). To 
understand the purpose for re-zoning these properties, the following factors need to be borne in 
mind: 
 
3.1 The Cityôs Integrated Development Plan, through Plan 1, reflects on the need for ecosystem 

services to meet ñthe growth and development needs of the Municipality and all its residents 
and visitors. In both urban and rural areas, low income people are most dependent on these 
free services.ò The protection of the Municipalityôs natural environment, therefore, offers 
support to disadvantaged communities through the WoF and WfE programmes. It is 
therefore necessary that the most appropriate land use zone is applied to provide adequate, 
managed protection to sensitive environments. 

 
3.2 Albeit DôMOSS provides protection to the properties in question, the extent of the protection 

does not enjoy the same level afforded through a Reservation or Zone. The DôMOSS layer, 
whilst alerting a City official of the limitations regarding uses, it is necessary that, as these 
properties are now in the ownership of the Municipality, that they are incorporated into the 
Outer West Scheme and that an appropriate zoning should be applied which is aligned with 
the intentions of Plan 1 of the IDP. 

 
3.3 The Environmental Conservation Reserve provides the dedicated protection and 

management of ecosystem infrastructure comprising both land and water for the ecosystem 
services that these areas provide and the biodiversity which they support. The Reservation 
also ensures that work contemplated, and which may impact upon the ecosystem services, 
must be considered and authorised by the appropriate experts who can determine the 
appropriateness of such work. This will assist the Natural Resources Division in undertaking 
their functions as custodians of the land, effectively and efficiently. 
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It is therefore most appropriate to use the Environmental Conservation Reserve as the vehicle for 
realising the intentions of Plan 1 of the IDP when considering the protection of environmentally 
sensitive Municipal owned land. 
 
The properties identified for incorporation and zoning within the Outer West Scheme have been 
listed in the Table 1 below. The Table provides a summary of the main attributes of the properties 
concerned. Through the incorporation and zoning process, an additional 251,2962ha will be added 
to the Outer Westôs ecosystem infrastructure. 
 

CADASTRAL DESCRIPTION 
EXISTING 

ZONE 

EXTENT 

(ha) 
TERRESTRIAL ECOSYSTEMS 

Ptn 186 of the Farm Uitkomst &  
Doornrug No. 852 

Un-zoned 66,4000 
Primary Grassland & Fresh Water 
Wetlands on edges 

Ptn 467 (of 187) of the Farm Uitkomst &  
Doornrug No. 852 

Un-zoned 2,4855 
Primary Grassland & Fresh Water 
Wetland 

Ptn 468 (of 192)  of the Farm Uitkomst  
& Doornrug No. 852 

Un-zoned 0,8043 
Fresh Water Wetland & Primary 
Grassland 

Ptn 469 (of 193)  of the Farm Uitkomst  
& Doornrug No. 852 

Un-zoned 3,9270 
Fresh Water Wetland & Primary 
Grassland 

Ptn 470 (of 48)  of the Farm Uitkomst &  
Doornrug No. 852 

Un-zoned 66,5000 
Primary Grassland & Closed 
Woodland patches with Fresh 
Water Wetland in the east 

Ptn 472 (of 326) of the Farm Sterkspruit 
N0 907 

Un-zoned 17,9920 Primary Grassland 

Ptn 477 (of 185) the Farm Uitkomst and 
Doornrug No. 852 

Un-zoned 73,1910 
Closed Woodland (north-east) 
Primary Grassland 

Rem of 202 of of the Farm Uitkomst and 
Doornrug No. 852 

Un-zoned 12,6218 Freshwater Wetland 

Ptn 478 (of 194) of the Farm Uitkomst 
and Doornrug No. 852 

Un-zoned 7,2766 Primary Grassland 

 

TABLE 1 
 

The properties identified display terrestrial ecosystems which serve particular purposes.  
 
(i) Woodlands provide carbon sequestration which is the vital process of removing carbon 

dioxide from the atmosphere. In addition, they allow for the slow percolation of nutrient rich 
soils to downstream areas which becomes beneficial for agricultural purposes. Particularly 
where there are closed woodlands, the adjacent areas may be cooled considerably. 

 
(ii) Grasslands provide an important function of water retention which reduces the runoff rate and 

thereby reducing the erosion of the topsoil. As with woodlands, they also provide carbon 
sequestration. The grassland type present in the Outer West area is the KZN Sandstone 
Sourveld Grassland which thrives in a shallow geology not conducive to cost effective 
development or grazing. 

 
(iii) A third ecological system present is the freshwater wetland. This system provides flood 

attenuation due to the presence of vegetation within the system which regulates peak flows 
during a flood. The root system of wetland vegetation traps the soil, thus reducing erosion. A 
wetland, through its filtering process, ensures a high quality of water. Peat produced in the 
system contributes to long-term carbon sequestration. 

 
From the attributes of the terrestrial ecosystems described above, it is clear that the continued 
presence of these systems, which contribute to the biodiversity of the City, is vital to the long term 
well-being of all communities within the Outer West Region. It must be added that, whilst there is 
some flexibility in the location choice for land uses, this does not apply to the natural landscape, 
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thus enhancing the urgency of protecting our natural resources in a manner best suited for their 
continued existence. 
 

4. SITES UNDER CONSIDERATION. 
 
A total of nine (9) parcels of land have been described below as being part of the proposal. 
 

REZ0026/07/2014/ENV: 
Location:  George Dale 
Property Description: Portion 186 of the Farm Uitkomst & Doornrug No. 852 
Address:  In the vicinity of 400260 Street and Trunk Road 73011 
Land Use Zone:  Un-zoned 
Extent:   66,4000ha 
Vegetation Type: Primary KZN Sandstone Sourveld Grassland & Fresh Water Wetlands with a mixed 

flood plain along the western and southern boundaries of the site with seepage area. 
Natural Drainage: The Strekspruit runs along the western side of the site and a tributary of the stream 

bisects the south-eastern corner of the site. 
Servitudes: 51,82m E.P.T.L. Servitude ; 12,19m Right of Way Servitude traversing the western 

section of the site from north to south in close proximity to the Sterkspruit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              THE SITE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REZ0027/07/2014/ENV 
Location:  George Dale 
Property Description: Portion 467 (of 187) of the Farm Uitkomst & Doornrug No. 852 
Address:  In the vicinity of 400260 Street  
Land Use Zone:  Un-zoned 
Extent:   2,4855ha 
Vegetation Type: Primary KZN Sandstone Sourveld Grassland & Fresh Water Wetland. 
Natural Drainage: The Sterkspruit runs intermittently along the southern boundary of the site. 
Servitudes: 12,19M Right of Way Servitude which traverses the adjoining Portion 186 to the north, 

bisects the extreme western side of the site. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           THE SITE 
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REZ0028/07/2014/ENV 
Location:  George Dale 
Property Description: Portion 468 (of 192) of the Farm Uitkomst & Doornrug No. 852 
Address:  In the vicinity of 400260 Street  
Land Use Zone:  Un-zoned 
Extent:   0,8043ha 
Vegetation Type: Fresh Water Wetland & Primary KZN Sandstone Sourveld Grassland. 
Natural Drainage: The Sterkspruit bisect approximately the middle of the site traversing from the north-

east to the south-west. 
Servitudes: None 
Note:    This site is adjacent to the eastern boundary of Portion 467 

 
 
 
 
 
       
 

THE SITE 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

REZ0029/07/2014/ENV 
Location:  Camperdown Rural 
Property Description: Portion 469 (of 193) of the Farm Uitkomst & Doornrug No. 852 
Address:  In the vicinity of 400260 Street  
Land Use Zone:  Un-zoned 
Extent:   3,9270ha 
Vegetation Type: Fresh Water Wetland & Primary KZN Sandstone Sourveld Grassland 
Natural Drainage: A tributary of the Sterkspruit bisects the site from the north-eastern corner to the 

southern point. 
Servitudes: None 
Note:    This site is adjacent to the eastern boundary of Portion 186 

 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 

   THE SITE 
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REZ0030/07/2014/ENV 
Location:  George Dale 
Property Description: Portion 470 (of 48) of the Farm Uitkomst & Doornrug No. 852 
Address:  In the vicinity of 400260 Street  
Land Use Zone:  Un-zoned 
Extent:   66,5000ha 
Vegetation Type: Primary KZN Sandstone Sourveld Grassland & Closed Woodland patches, with Fresh 

Water Wetland in the east  
Natural Drainage: Three tributaries to the Sterkspruit bisect the site from the north-west to south-east. 
Servitudes: 55,00m wide E.P.T.L. servitude bisects the site from approximately the north-western 

corner to the south-eastern corner. 
Note:    This site is adjacent to the eastern boundary of Portion 467 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
        THE SITE 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REZ0031/07/2014/ENV 
Location:  Peacevale 
Property Description: Portion 472 (of 326) of the Farm  Sterkspruit N0 907 
Address:  Adjacent to the D702 and N3 Freeway 
Land Use Zone:  Un-zoned 
Extent:   17,9920ha 
Vegetation Type: Primary KZN Sandstone Sourveld Grassland with a trace of Scarp Forest 
Natural Drainage: None 
Servitudes: E.P.T.L. Servitude  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      THE SITE 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


